Australian Cavy Sanctuary 

Duty of Care
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Written below are guidelines which outline the minimum requirements for a guinea pig adopted from the Australian Cavy Sanctuary. The information below may be a lot to read through but it is important that every aspect of bringing a guinea pig into your family has been considered before adopting so that your guinea pig will live a long happy and safe life and so that you can be 100% certain that a guinea pig is the pet for you. When adopting from the sanctuary this duty of care is agreed and signed to on the day of adoption so it is recommended to read through it carefully and if in question about anything stated below please feel free to contact ACS to discuss it.
______________________________________________________________________________________
Responsible Ownership

1: An adult will be the core responsible owner of the guinea pig and will be responsible for all aspects of the guinea pigs care at all times. 
Children will not be left in charge of caring for the guinea pig unless under adult supervision. Children are able to love their pets and be their companion but when it comes to the core care for the animal e.g. diet, bedding they are not adults and an adult must be in charge of these responsibilities unless supervising the child while they help.
2: As the guinea pigs new owner you need to be able to afford proper care for the guinea pig.
This includes things such as bedding, housing, feed mix, veggies, hay/grass, regular mite wash and it is good to keep in mind those things that may pop up once and a while or regularly such as medical bills and vet bills.

3: A guinea pig needs to be cared for, for anywhere between 5-8 years which is the average lifespan of a guinea pig. 
You agree to being prepared to care for your guinea pig long term. If you are adopting your guinea pig and one reason is for your children are you prepared to care for the guinea pig if the child grows up and grows out of them? Purchasing a guinea pig for a child is not uncommon although the welfare of the animal needs to be considered long term. Once a pet becomes a member of the family it should be bought with the intent on keeping it and loving it for the term of its life. 

4: The guinea pig will always have a companion guinea pig. 
Guinea pigs like people will get lonely without another guinea pig companion. Guinea pigs are herd animals and deserve another friend of their own kind to socialize with. It is not thinking of the guinea pigs best interest to keep it on its own and can be quite cruel. For more information on why a guinea pig needs to have atleast one other piggy companion please refer to written information in our guinea pig care section on the ACS website.
5: The guinea pig/s will not be bred from. 
When a guinea pig has a litter it could be between 1-5 bubs in size the owner would need to have adequate space for extra guinea pigs, have considered the cost to feed more mouths, have an extra cage to separate the males from the females so they will not continuously breed (a boar can mate with a sow within only a few hours of them giving birth if he is left in the cage with her). There are also health risks of breeding a guinea pig. There is always the risk of birth and pregnancy complications.  Placing the babies in a pet shop  is irresponsible as is breeding to sell, to give the kids the experience of babies ( Something found as a leading problem in homeless, petshopped or overbred guinea pigs ), or to make money from the guinea pigs. The best gift in the world to give kids is the gift of responsible ownership and care of their pet. There are many mistreated, overbred, and homeless guinea pigs kept by irresponsible owners breeding irresponsibly only thinking of themselves and not the animal’s welfare. Baby guinea pigs grow up very fast and by 6 weeks of age they are past baby cuteness. Many people are not prepared to keep guinea pigs once they get past that short stage of baby cuteness. Many of the guinea pigs that come into the sanctuary have come from situations of mistreatment and already have had their fair share of stress on their little lives and as part of the sanctuary’s agreement any guinea pig adopted must go to a home where they will not be bred from.

Housing and Bedding

1: Housing provided for the guinea pig needs to be sheltered from weather conditions e.g. rain/wind/heat.
Sadly it only takes once for a guinea pig to be left out in the rain, sun, cold etc to fall ill or worse, lose its life. We stress that guinea pigs only be housed outdoors if someone will be home incase of weather condition changes. If you are going to be out for a while we suggest having an indoor enclosure for your guinea pig where they will be safe while you are away from home.
2: The minimum cage size the sanctuary requires for guinea pigs is 107cm x 70cm for one guinea pig 1.4m x 70cm for two guinea pigs, 1.6m x 80cm for three guinea pigs and so on. A guinea pig should be able to exercise and have sections in their cage for play, eating and sleeping. A guinea pig’s cage is their home and the more space they have the happier they will be. This section is important to read as many people enquire to adopt from the sanctuary with very small cages prepared. We don't adopt guinea pigs out to homes with small petshop cages or cages that don't meet the minimal requirements listed here. The ACS is more than willing to discuss cage size requirements with all that enquire to adopt. If you feel you have a cage that may be a similar size to the requirements above or if you feel your cage is an adequate size please feel free to approach the sanctuary about your cage their sometimes can be exceptions to the above requirements. The sanctuary is also more than willing to help any guinea pig owner find an appropriate guinea pig enclosure if they are on the hunt!
3: Bedding needs to be cleaned regularly and be absorbent and is to remain clean and dry.
4: The housing for the guinea pig is to be strong and predator proof. 
Many guinea pigs fall prey to predators due to housing that isn't predator proof or due to unfenced yards and dogs and cats can go to unbelievably great lengths to break into a guinea pigs enclosure to attack or kill the guinea pigs. If the yard is unfenced it is recommended to have indoor or off the ground housing for your guinea pigs and it is highly suggested to make sure your enclosure is strong enough to width stand the strength of a predator. Even if you have a fenced yard sometimes cats, snakes and even birds can possibly still enter the yard hence why a strong enclosure is needed to ensure the safety of your guinea pigs.
5: We do not recommend housing a guinea pig in a cage with a wire bottom.
In the long term guinea pigs can develop a condition called bumble foot and can develop other foot deformities from walking on the wire. Wire in general is very uncomfortable for a guinea pig as you can imagine walking on wire all day long ourselves would be quite uncomfortable. Guinea pigs have soft skin footpads and need something gentle to be walking on. Guinea pigs can also catch their little feet in the wire causing injury. If you wish to house your guinea pig in a cage with a wire bottom please discuss this with someone from the sanctuary. If part of the cage is floored / bedded differently it may be acceptable.
6: VERY IMPORTANT: If the guinea pig is going to be housed outdoors then the yard must be fully fenced.

We cannot stress enough how seriously this information should be taken. Many guinea pigs lose their lives and fall prey to predators by being left in unfenced yards and/or by being housed in enclosures which are simply not strong enough to width stand the strength of a predator. The ACS have actually had a couple of cases where adopted guinea pigs have been killed by predators and this is why we need to stress here that it is essential your yard be fenced and cage be strong and predator proof it only takes once for a predator to pass by and kill your beloved guinea pig/s. Dogs and Cats can go to unbelievable lengths to kill a guinea pig. They will dig, they will claw/rip apart wire, will knock lids off cages, will run round and round the guinea pigs cage and don’t even need to enter the cage in order to kill the guinea pig as guinea pigs can quite easily die of SHOCK before they are even killed. If you are not 100% sure that your enclosure/yard is secure enough for your guinea pigs then please don’t risk their little lives please choose to house your guinea pigs indoors or outdoors only when someone is at home.
Feeding

1: Fresh water needs to be in constant supply for your guinea pigs. 

Ceramic bowls or water bottles are recommended. Guinea pigs can tip over plastic bowls very easily they are not recommended.

2: The minimum daily feed requirements for the guinea pig includes hay or grass in constant supply as roughage for chewing, at least a handful of good quality guinea pig grain/pellet mix, and a variety of 2 or more different vegetables. 
Guinea pigs like humans cannot store vitamin C in their bodies. The minimum Vitamin C requirements daily for a guinea pig are between 10-30mg and 30-40mg for pregnant guinea pigs.  The guinea pigs grain feed will be placed neatly in a bowl or container provided and not thrown straight onto the bedding.
Heat and Cold

1: Guinea pigs don't handle changes in weather conditions very well, especially sudden changes. On hot days when the heat may exceed 30-35 degrees or if the guinea pig is noticeably stressed from the heat, appropriate methods will always be applied to cool the guinea pig down. 
The same applies on cold days in winter where a guinea pig needs to be kept warm. To read further information on appropriate methods to use please read our Heat and Cold management pages in the guinea pig care section of the ACS website. In cases of heat stress or if the guinea pig catches a cold, immediate attention and appropriate medical treatment needs will be sought as guinea pigs can go downhill within a matter of 24hrs and cannot wait a few days to be treated for medical conditions like some larger animals can. You agree that the guinea pig will not be denied proper treatment if it becomes unwell.
Internal/External Parasites

1: Guinea pigs can get mites. If your guinea pig appears to have mites, you consent to providing the appropriate treatment for the mites before the guinea pig becomes unwell. For further information on appropriate treatments please refer to the ACS PDF file on parasites which can be found in our guinea pig care section of the website. Mange is an internal mite that external mite treatments will not help with and this mite is what we see quite often with rescue guinea pigs that enter the shelters. Quick action with this particular mite is needed before the guinea pig gets too heavily infested and to a stage where the mite is causing the guinea pig noticeable pain. Guinea pigs can get external mites regularly. External mites generally will not affect the overall health of the guinea pig although a mite wash is recommended to bath your guinea pig in regularly ( every 3-4 months or so ).
Handling

1: If small children wish to handle the guinea pigs an adult will always supervise. 
Guinea pigs are quite fragile and if handled roughly, played with like a toy or dropped then serious injury could result both psychological and physical. Injuries include broken limbs, psychological conditions such as long term bad behavior and unusual nipping/biting from the guinea pig. These conditions can be difficult and sometimes impossible to reverse hence why we strongly suggest close supervision when small children are handling the guinea pigs.
2: The guinea pig will be handled gently and not in a rough manner. 
The guinea pig will receive regular handling and attention as any chosen pet should receive. The guinea pig will never be harmed emotionally or physically in any shape or form. Guinea pigs can't handle a lot of stress and can go into shock or develop long term behavioral problems if treated roughly.
_____________________________________________________________________________
