[image: image1.png]Frausérdian Cal
& e




Foster Care Application Form
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The Australian Cavy Sanctuary receives many guinea pigs from a range of backgrounds. Some of the rescues of the ACS can be large-scale, caring for between 10-150 guinea pigs at any one time. When we have larger numbers of guinea pigs coming in, naturally we don’t have the time needed to dedicate to individual guinea pigs. Our foster program is designed to help bring the best chances of future adoption for all the guinea pigs that we receive. Foster carers may apply to care for pregnant guinea pigs, sick/unwell guinea pigs, guinea pigs needing to gain trust in humans, to socialise a guinea pig with humans, to help free guinea pigs of behavioural or psychological problems that may have resulted from past trauma. A foster carer can also apply to take in perfectly healthy guinea pigs when we become overcrowded at the shelters, or need to spend more time with sick guinea pigs within the shelters.

Our application form is designed to determine whether a foster home is suitable for caring for guinea pigs, and helps us to decide which guinea pigs will be fostered to whom. This ensures that those who wish to apply for foster care have taken into account all aspects of care and knowledge needed to become a foster carer for the Sanctuary and for a guinea pig.
The Australian Cavy Sanctuary retains full ownership of any animal in foster care and will handle all decisions made in regards to adoption and care for the animal. An agreement form is signed by both parties when a guinea pig leaves the Sanctuary to go to a foster home.

If you are interested in becoming a foster carer for the Australian Cavy Sanctuary, please fill in the application form and email it back to us.
	Surname:  _____________________________________________     First Name/s:  _________________________
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Number: (h)  _____________________     (m)  _____________________     (w)  _____________________
Email Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth:  _______/_______/_______    Preferred method of contact:  ________________________________



1. Do you own or rent the property where the foster animal will be housed?
( Own     ( Rent
2. Do you have a fenced/secure yard?
( Yes     ( No     ( Partially
3. Are there any other animals living with you? If so, please state the type of animal/s and how many.

( Yes     ( No
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
4. Are there any other people living in your household? If so, please state how many and their ages.

( Yes     ( No

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
5. Do you live in a:

( Quiet neighbourhood     ( Neighbourhood with frequent traffic/noise?

6. Have you ever had any problems, negative reports/warnings or visits from the RSPCA or any other animal welfare organisation? If so, please give details.
( Yes     ( No

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
7. Have you owned any guinea pigs in the past? If yes, please state how long ago, how many, and the circumstances in which they left your care.

( Yes     ( No


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

8. Do you currently own any guinea pigs? If so, please state how many.


( Yes     ( No

__________________________________________________________________________
9. How many hours in the day will an adult be at home where the foster guinea pig is being cared for?


__________________________________________________________________________
10. How many hours a day will you be at home and/or be able to dedicate time to your foster guinea pig?


__________________________________________________________________________

11. Do you have any experience in animal care/foster care? If so, please give details.

( Yes     ( No

__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________
12. 
How many guinea pigs can you comfortably care for?


__________________________________________________________________________
13. Are you willing to supply food for the guinea pig/s in your care?

( Yes     ( No

If so, you must be able to supply a grain/pellet mix approved by the Sanctuary, hay/grass, water and a fresh supply of vegetables daily for the guinea pig/s. If you cannot supply your own grain/pellet mix, the Sanctuary is usually able to supply this for you free of charge.

14. Are you willing to supply bedding for the guinea pig/s in your care? If so, please state the type of bedding you will be using.


( Yes     ( No

__________________________________________________________________________
15. Are you willing to supply your own accommodation/housing for the guinea pig/s in your care? If so please state the type of housing and the size dimensions.


( Yes     ( No

__________________________________________________________________________
If you cannot provide your own housing you are able to hire a connect-a-grid cage/s from the Sanctuary. Your hire fee will be fully refunded upon return of the cage/s.

16. The guinea pig/s in your care will be housed: 

( Indoors     ( Outdoors     ( Semi-outdoors

17. Please describe the area in which they will be housed.


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________
18. Do you feel emotionally capable of letting go of the guinea pig/s once you have finished fostering them?     

( Yes     ( No
19. What type of guinea pig/s are you willing to provide foster care for?

Pregnant Guinea Pig/s
( Yes     ( No
Guinea pigs requiring at home medical care/treatment
( Yes     ( No
Old/Retired guinea pig/s
( Yes     ( No
Mother and Babies
( Yes     ( No
Guinea pigs needing psychological/behavioral support/treatment
( Yes     ( No
Guinea pigs needing social contact/handling to help them gain trust
( Yes     ( No
Healthy guinea pigs needing foster care if the Sanctuary is overcrowded
( Yes     ( No
In cases where a guinea pig may need medical care/treatment, the Sanctuary will cover the cost of all medical bills and medication needed.

20. For any other information, comments or questions, please use the space below.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Name of Applicant (please print):
_________________________________________________

Signature of Applicant: 
_________________________________________________
Signature of Shelter Manager:
_________________________________________________
Date:
______/______/______
